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Dear Families, 

 

The year is off to a phenomenal beginning.  Once again, I want to welcome our new families to 

the Temple Beth-El community.  The blending of our returning families with our new families is 

always an exciting process in the school.  We are grateful for all the positive feelings that 

permeate the school each day, and we know that this has added to a very successful phase-in 

week.  As a school community, we are all working hard together to achieve a successful transition 

for each child, and the constant hubbub of activity in the hallways helps to create this joyful 

feeling.    
  
The beginning of a school year is a time that is full of hope and promise for the children as well 

as the adults. However, this year has been slightly different.  Before I had a chance to email you 

about our NAEYC re-accreditation, the NAEYC assessor called on Wednesday to tell me that she 

will be coming for the required site visit anytime between October 2 and October 20!  It’s been 

hectic, thrilling, exhilarating, and quite an accomplishment to work on re-accreditation during 

these past few months!  Our school has been accredited with NAEYC since 2001, and we are 



going through the five-year re-accreditation process for the fourth time.  We are the only 

synagogue-based early childhood program accredited by the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children on Long Island.  As you can see, we are in a continual process to 

improve our school.  The teachers and I are looking forward to the site visit, the final phase of the 

process. Thank you so much for your help, caring, and support in everything we do.   

 

We are excited to celebrate the High Holidays of the month of Tishrei and to form beautiful 

experiences with each one of you.  One of our school’s goals is to create authentic Jewish life 

experiences for our children and our families, and I am confident that our entire community of 

families, teachers, children, and clergy will work together to make the celebrations meaningful 

and special. The teachers will document the learning using cameras, children’s work, and 

conversations.  In the days ahead, the faculty and I will create bulletin board displays that will 

reinforce the experiences, creating opportunities for further reflection to enhance the learning.  

 

We have completed a mere one week of school, and I am extremely grateful for the beautiful 

relationships that are already forming.  Connections among children, parents, and teachers are in 

the early phase of development, but I can already see the seeds blossoming into vibrant flowers.  

 

As we all grow together on our journey this year, may we find new challenges, growth, and 

accomplishment in all we do.   

 

I wish each of you a healthy, happy, fulfilling and sweet New Year.  

 

Shabbat Shalom 
L’Shanah Tovah u’Metukah 
Tizku L’Shanim Rabot                 
Vicki 
 

                                                                                                 

HAPPENINGS & DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Wednesday, Sept. 20  Erev Rosh Hashanah  - School Closed                                            
Thurs & Fri, Sept. 21&22 Rosh Hashanah – School Closed 

Friday, Sept. 29  Erev Yom Kippur – School Closed 

Saturday, Sept. 30  Yom Kippur  

Mon, Oct 2 – Fri, Oct 20 NAEYC Assessor Evaluates Our School 

Tuesday, Oct. 3  Parent-Teacher Council (PTC) Welcome Breakfast- 9:15 AM 

Thursday, Oct. 5  Sukkot – School Closed 

Monday, Oct. 9  Columbus Day – School Closed 

Thursday, Oct. 12          Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah - School Closed 

Saturday, Oct. 14  Tot Shabbat – 10:30-11:30 AM 

Thursday, Oct. 19  Starting Together Fall Session Begins 

Friday, Oct. 20   Challah Program Begins 

Friday, Oct. 20   Pee Wee Pros Begins 

Fri  & Sat, Oct. 20&21  Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan 

Wednesday, Nov. 1  Parent-Teacher Council (PTC) Meeting – 9:15 AM 

 



CONNECTIONS 
 

 

First week of school - Once again, thank you all for your continued support and patience 

during this first week of school.  The children are adjusting to their classes and routines and 

are making new friends and connections with one another.  We are off to a beautiful 

beginning!!  
 

Hot Lunch Program - Our Hot Lunch Menu has changed.  The foods children eat and 

lifestyle habits they learn have a lasting effect on their health.  Due to the overwhelming 

interest of our families to provide nutritious meals for lunch, we are now offering meat and 

dairy lunches for all students.  As you know, one of the values of our school is to maintain 

the highest quality of care whenever possible.  This value should also be reflected in the 

foods we eat.   

 

Our Lunch Menu is: 

Monday – Whole wheat pasta, meatballs and sauce, vegetables 

Tuesday – Baked chicken fingers, couscous, vegetables 

Wednesday Pizza and Israeli salad 

Thursday- Whole wheat bagels, tuna fish, cheese or cream cheese, yogurt, green beans  

Friday – Baked fish, whole wheat macaroni & cheese, vegetables 

 

We will also have whole wheat bread and soy butter available to children who have not yet 

acquired the taste for these new foods.  We hope that over time, children will discover and 

enjoy a variety of foods. 

 

Shabbat Sing – Today was the first day we celebrated Shabbat as a full community, and it 

was amazing!  The children were so excited to sing with their friends in other classes.   For 

those of you who are new to our school, we join as small groups on Friday mornings to 

experience a beautiful sing-along with me.  It is the highlight of my week - every week.  I 

feel very blessed to be able to teach your children beautiful Shabbat melodies.  We sing, 

dance, and work together as a school community to create a joyous Shabbat celebration.   

 

Parent Teacher Council Welcome Breakfast - The first meeting of the Parent Teacher 

Council will be a Welcome Back Breakfast on Tuesday, October 3, between drop-off and 

10:00 AM.  Everyone is invited to meet, eat and schmooze!  The PTC is comprised of 

parents, teachers, and lay leaders from the Temple and school community who work 

together to make decisions and provide ongoing support for the school.  We look forward to  

seeing you!  We are blessed to have two very enthusiastic PTC Co-Chairs this year.  If you 

would like to be a part of this exciting Parent Teacher Council, please feel free to contact 

Tiffany Wasserman (tiffanywasserman@gmail.com)or Chantelle Goltche 

(ccrhodesia@gmail.com) at any time.   

 

High Holiday Tickets – As an ECEC family, it is our pleasure to welcome you as our guest 

for the High Holidays.  If you would like tickets, please call the main office – 487-0900 Ext. 

110.  There is still time to get tickets.  

 

Challah Program - The ECEC’s Parent-Teacher Council is providing the opportunity to 

send home a Challah with your child every Friday for Shabbat.  Challah will be delivered 

from Bagel Town each week and will go home with your child at dismissal time.  As many 
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know, bringing a Challah home each week is a delightful experience for each child.  The 

first day of the Challah Program is Friday, October 20.   

 

After School Enrichment Program for 3s and Pre-K – We still have a few spaces left.  Our 

specialized Enrichment Program provides intensive learning opportunities covering a 

variety of topics.  In-depth investigations focus on Science and Art Discoveries (Monday), 

Yoga, Creative Movement and Music Appreciation (Tuesday), Cooking (Wednesday), and 

Gardening and Nature (Thursday).  A snack is provided each day.  If you are interested, 

please see me or Nancy in the ECEC office.  

 

Parking Lot Safety – PLEASE DO NOT TEXT OR TALK ON YOUR CELL PHONE while 

you are driving or walking in the parking lot.  Your cooperation is essential for everyone’s 

safety.  Please read page 6 in the Parent Handbook for additional parking lot procedures 

and rules.  Thank you for your support in creating safe arrival and dismissal routines. 

 

Health and Safety Precautions – Wash your hands!!  Hand washing, when done correctly, is 

the single most effective way to prevent the spread of communicable diseases. Good hand 

washing technique is easy to learn and can significantly reduce the spread of infectious 

diseases among both children and adults.  The health and safety procedures in the ECEC 

are very specific as we strive to reduce the spread of infection in our school.  We appreciate 

your cooperation at all times. 

  

Contact Information - Please call, email or see me if you have anything you would like to 

discuss.  My email address is vperler@tbegreatneck.org.  This is usually the best way to 

reach me. 

      
Links to Remember 

 

http://www.kveller.com/article/new-things-to-do-for-rosh-hashanah/ 

 

https://pjlibrary.org/books-and-

music/books?Holiday=Rosh%20Hashanah&title=Rosh%20Hashanah#form 

 

www.tbe-ecec.org 

 

http://www.naeyc.org/ 

 

http://families.naeyc.org/ 

 

http://www.reggioalliance.org/ 

 

http://www.brainy-child.com/article/reggioemilia.shtml 

 

http://www.zerotothree.org/child-development/ 
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